
FINAL 

Prepared December 11, 2017  Page 1 

 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee for Special Education 

www.smccacse.org and Facebook @ CACSE – St Mary’s County MD 
 

Elizabeth Snyder, Chairperson    VACANT, Vice-Chair 

June Nicholas, Secretary 

Meeting Minutes for May 8, 2017 
Meeting held at: 

St. Mary’s County Public Schools – Special Education Conference Room 
23160 Moakley Street, Leonardtown, MD, 20650 

 
NOTE: This Meeting allowed for Conference Call-in; persons wishing to participate by 
Conference Call should contact Elizabeth Snyder at smccacse@yahoo.com 

1. Call to Order at 6:34 pm. 

2. Introduction of Members and Parents/Community 

a. All Officers were present; additional persons present this evening were: 

i. Susan Fowler, Director of Special Education 

ii. Wallace Roberts, Supervisor of Special Education 

iii. Robyn Roberts, Town Creek Elementary School 

iv. Lisa Wade Young, Hollywood Elementary School 

v. Mandy Greer, Capt. Walter F. Duke Elementary School 

vi. Laura Schultz, Leonardtown High School/Decoding Dyslexia MD 

3. Review and Approve Minutes – The April Meeting Minutes were approved with 
corrections. 

4. Updates from Partners for Success 

a. There is no update available at this meeting. 

5. Committee Reports 

a. Dyslexia Program 

i. There was a district-wide meeting of the Specific Learning Disabilities 
(SLD) Committee on April 3, 2017 for SMCPS, which was formed to look 
at issues related to both special and general education when teaching 
children suspected of having a specific learning disability. Members of the 
Committee included Ms. Fowler, Lisa Bachner (Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction), other Supervisors of Instruction, instructional resource 
teachers, Lisa Blottenberger and Laura Schultz from Decoding Dyslexia – 
Maryland, and others. 

http://www.smccacse.org/
mailto:smccacse@yahoo.com
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ii. The Committee meetings intend to address issues in reading, writing, and 
mathematics.  The attendees used the MSDE Technical Assistance 
Bulletin “Specific Learning Disability and Supplement,” 
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-
Ed/TAB/MDTABulletinSLD.pdf as a benchmark to help inform the 
committee topics and to plan for instruction. 

iii. Topics of discussion included intervention standardization and 
centralization, teacher training, and inconsistency of implementation. The 
Committee will continue to work through the next year. 

b. Communications 

i. CACSE will begin conversion of its main email from a Yahoo address 
(smccacse@yahoo.com) to the Gmail address associated with the 
SMCCACSE Google Drive and Google Calendar. The Gmail address is 
smccacse@gmail.org. 

ii. The public Facebook page has not been actively maintained and 
continuation will be discussed. 

iii. The private Facebook group is accessible by invitation only; Elizabeth 
Snyder will seek to turn over control to a new Officer this summer or fall. 

iv. The website will be updated and June Nicholas will prepare the account 
and files to turn over control to a new Officer this summer or fall. 

v. Documents related to CACSE will be set up in Google Drive under the 
smccacse@gmail.com account over the course of the next several 
months. 

c. Membership 

i. Robyn Roberts and June Nicholas presented a preliminary plan for 
membership recruitment, which was well received. June and Robyn plan 
to work on recruitment efforts over the summer. 

ii. Next year’s meeting calendar will be posted on PeachJar. 

iii. A “robocall” will be made in September encouraging parents to join. 

d. By-Laws 

i. The By-Laws are posted in Google Drive for comment and suggestions 
for amendments; email requests for access to smccacse@gmail.com or 
contact Liz or June to comment. 

ii. The draft will be updated over the summer; a formal reading of the By-
Laws draft revisions will take place at a future CACSE meeting. 

e. Outreach 

i.  “Transitions Through the Years: Birth to Adulthood” Resource Fair 

1. This resource fair will be held on Saturday, May 20 from 9:00 am 
– 12:00 pm at the Forrest Career and Tech Center, and is being 
held by SMCPS and the St. Mary’s County Commission for 
People with Disabilities. 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/MDTABulletinSLD.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/MDTABulletinSLD.pdf
mailto:smccacse@gmail.org
mailto:smccacse@gmail.com
mailto:smccacse@gmail.com
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2. CACSE will staff a table, which will include information, 
promotional items, and displays of the Family Toolbox bags 
available from St. Mary’s County Library. June and Robyn are 
expecting to attend for CACSE. 

f.  “Family Toolbox” 

i. A review of the “Family Toolbox” inventory should be conducted to see 
what items need to be replaced. 

g.  “Rise Up” Award 

i. Nominations have been submitted for the 2017 “Rise Up” Award. 

ii. Several nominations were entered through the Google Form was also 
made available through the CACSE website.  There was some difficulty 
with the form; CACSE will consider doing something similar for next year. 

iii. Winners of the award will be presented at the Board Award Recognition 
Night, scheduled for May 17 at Chopticon High School. Over 100 
educators and staff are expected to receive awards. 

iv. Mandy Greer and Leslie Popielarcheck will oversee the award selections, 
write drafts for the presentation, and coordinate CACSE’s component of 
the program with the assistance of Ms. Fowler. 

h. Advisement to the Board of Education 

i. There are no current actions to present to the Board of Education. 

6. Director’s Report 

a. MSDE Special Education Parent Involvement Survey. 

i. Response to the 2017 Survey so far included generally favorable reviews. 
Responses are still being processed as the survey just closed on May 1. 
CACSE provided online access to the survey on the CACSE website. 

ii. Comments so far including a request that IEP chairs put parents of young 
children in contact with other parents to form social connections; as this 
could be a privacy issue CACSE could help to foster connection among 
parents through CACSE and other support organizations. 

b. SMCPS Special Education Budget 

i. The amount of budget allocations for SMCPS will be the same for FY 
2018 as in the previous fiscal year. 

ii. SMCPS received a Local Flexibility Priority Grant; last year the funding 
was used for implementing Wilson Reading Training for Tier III 
Interventions in the elementary schools.  This year, the funding will be 
applied to similar programs for the secondary schools. 

iii. In addition, about ten teachers from elementary schools will receive Level 
1 training for Wilson Reading interventions; teachers can begin 
implementing strategies after the three-day training is complete. 
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c. Special Olympics 

i. The annual spring games will take place on Monday May 15, which is a 
rescheduled date as it is the only day a significant amount of buses will 
be available for transportation from the schools. 

d. Extended Year Services 

i. ESY will be extended by a week this summer and will begin around July 
10. Services are available for up to six weeks on Mondays through 
Thursdays through mid-August. 

ii. ESY will be offered at Camp Inspire and Camp New Horizons for any 
students who will be attending camp and utilizing services. 

iii. Parents can work with their IEP chair to determine where and when their 
qualifying child can receive services. 

7. CACSE Budget Report 

a. Current earmarks for the FY 2017 budget include: 

i. Up to $250.00 in scholarship reimbursement for parents to attend 
conferences and share their information with CACSE 

ii. $500.00 for the Rise Up Award Teacher Toolbox. Winners are to submit 
wish lists for classroom items by mid-June. 

b. The balance remaining for FY 2017 is $1,750.00 as of October 10, 2016. 

c. All remaining FY 2017 funds must be spent by July 1, 2017. It is intended that the 
new CACSE Executive Committee will start with a new FY 2018 budget. 

d. CACSE discussed the possibility of using funds to support book purchases for 
two Partners for Success workshops Susan Shannon is scheduling for the fall. 

i. One workshop will be related to ADHD and will be conducted by Chris 
Grace, a SMCPS school psychologist 

ii. The other workshop will be conducted by William Van Cleave, who held a 
similar workshop last fall. 

e. Further ideas for spending include Family Toolbox items (new items and 
replacements), posters and brochures, and booklets for parents. 

8. Old Business 

a. Support Group Meetings 

i. CACSE will consider how to facilitate this Meeting for 2017-2018. The 
Support Group may be curtailed in the summer months. 

b. Elections for the 2017-2018 School Year 

i. Liz will continue to be a representative for Duke Elementary School; June 
will be ending her representation at Great Mills High School (children are 
graduating). 

ii. A call for nominations to the CACSE Executive Board was announced, 
but no names were submitted by the time of this meeting. 
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iii. Representatives are requested to consider running for office, suggesting 
nominees, and suggesting additional representatives for the new year. 

iv. CACSE tabled the elections until the June meeting. 

9. New Business 

a. A Google Survey could be prepared on which sensory items school teachers 
seem to like the most out of the Sensory Boxes that CACSE has provided. Liz 
will provide a list of the items. 

10. Public Comment 

a. For the April 3 Meeting there were no individuals offering public comment. 

11. Reports from Agencies and Organizations 

a. Elizabeth reports that Karsyn’s Karnival, an annual event raising awareness for 
families affected by Down Syndrome, will be on Saturday May 20 at Cove Point 
Park in Lusby. Their website is http://www.karsynskarnival.com/ 

12. Questions and Concerns 

a. CACSE discussed the growing prevalence of using fidget toys in the classroom. 
Some kids need them to help calm their anxieties, however, they are a distraction 
and seen as playthings by other children. Fidget spinners are gaining in 
popularity and are available in several stores. SMCPS should develop a plan on 
how to incorporate successful use of such products. 

13. Adjournment 

a. Adjournment was at 8:01 pm. 

b. The next CACSE Meeting shall be held on Monday, June 12, 2017 at 6:30 pm in 
the Special Education Conference Room, and will include Conference Call dial-
in. Contact smccacse@yahoo.com for access. 

c. The next CACSE Support Group Meeting shall be held just prior to the regular 
May Meeting. 

 

http://www.karsynskarnival.com/


 

 

Ideas for Parent Recruitment to be CACSE Representatives 

June Nicholas and Robyn Roberts met on May 5 to discuss 

Ideas and points we brainstormed about: 

• We should contact the Assistant Principal for Special Education and/or the IEP Chair at each 
school over the summer 

o June is willing to meet with middle and high school, Forrest CTC and Fairlead Academy 

o Robyn is willing to meet with elementary schools 

o More volunteers to meet with schools are welcome 

• We suggest asking AP’s and IEP Chairs to target parents whose children are in these grades 

o 2nd or 3rd grade 

o 7th grade 

o 10th grade 

o These parents will have had some experience “in the system” but have a few more years 
to serve their school 

o These parents as they transition to the next school up can mentor new parents behind 
them 

o Five to ten parents should be identified and targeted at each school 

o Looking for parents who are particularly vocal, involved, and representative of their 
school’s needs, ideally experiencing a variety of disabilities 

• A spreadsheet will be set up in Google Drive to track contacts and comment on progress 

The spreadsheet will look something like the following: 

Parent contact information will also be included in the spreadsheet 

School AP/IEP 
Chair 
Contacted 

Date AP/IEP 
Chair 
Contacted 

List of 
Potential 
Parents 

Date Parent 
Contacted 

Commit to 
Attend 
September 
Meeting  Y/N 

Commit to 
Serve in 
2017-2018  
Y/N 

 

• CACSE could create a “media kit” for each incoming representative, which could include: 

o Liz Snyder’s letter of introduction to CACSE 

o Folder with By Laws, flyers, brochures 

o Business cards, magnets, pens, etc. for promotional purposes 

o Name tag, tee shirt, or other identifying personal item 

o An item for personal incentive, such as a copy of “From Emotions to Advocacy” or a 
popular educational or sensory item 



 

 

• CACSE should consider taking a group picture of all new representatives and post it on our 
website and Facebook page – could couple this with “family stories” of a parent and their 
journey in special education (meets our “journey” theme of “Rising Up to the Possibilities!”) 

• CACSE could consider giving the first five schools who offer a committed representative and an 
alternate for 2017-2018 a black CACSE bag filled with sensory items and other things for the 
school, paid for using CACSE funds 

• CACSE should also consider attending the New Teacher and departmental training sessions in 
August to: 

o Explain to teachers and school administration what CACSE does 

o How we can represent the schools and parents 

o Showcase the Rise Up Award, the Family Toolbox, the Sensory Boxes, the website, etc. 

• CACSE could pursue grant funding and/or should consider a yearly earmark for representative 
recruitment 

o Funding for 2017-2018 recruitment will probably be the greatest, as it is intended to 
entice schools to action (‘bribe them!”) 

o Funding in following years will primarily be limited to representative media kits and 
token incentive items 

• CACSE can talk to representatives in Charles and Calvert Counties to see what works for parent 
recruitment in their counties 

 

Next recruitment planning meeting:  _______________ (date) at _______________________ (location) 

 

 


